
9th & 10th Grade 
Post Secondary Planning 

Meeting
Spring 2025



 questions!

Erin Knott: All 10th Grade & 9th Grade Last Names A-E; 
eknott@davincischools.org
Sylvia Soria: All 12th grade & 9th Grade Last Names F-L; 
ssoria@davincischools.org
Kene Washington: All 11th grade & 9th Grade Last Names M-Z; 
kwashington@davincischools.org

Connect 
High 

School’s
Counselors
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Agenda
● Academic and wellness supports
● A-G & Graduation requirements
● Why are grades in High School different
● Types of Colleges
● College admission requirements
● SAT and ACT Testing
● CTE Pathway post HS
● RWL and LifeLaunch
● What College Reps are looking for?
● Next Steps: What should I be doing now?
● Questions



Academic Supports
1. Attend your teacher’s zoom office hours: Wednesdays 

1pm-4pm and also on your asynch days- those hours and 
days varies by teacher- please check their Canvas pages 
for this info!

2. Sign up for your asych days- you can come to campus for 
the day! Must sign up via the link sent out in the weekly 
newsletter from Tami & Robert. You must sign up by Sunday 
night before 6pm.

3. Talk to your teacher/email them to ask to meet in person 
and schedule a time! Counselors can also help you with 
this



Come get extra support in various subjects:

Algebra I
Geometry
Algebra II

Pre-Calculus
English (reading/writing)
World History/US History

Spanish 1

MONDAY & TUESDAY
LEARNING SPACE 2 

 315  345



Wellness supports

*If your student would benefit from therapy services, we partner with 
Antioch who can provide services on site free of charge.



A-G Course Requirements & Graduation Requirements 
A: History/Social Sciences - 2 yrs. required World History, US History, Econ/Govt  

B: English - 4 yrs. required (English 9, 10, 11, 12)

C: Mathematics - 3 yrs. required including a full year of Geometry, 4 yrs. recommended  (CHS 

gives you Alg 1, Alg 2, Geo, with options for more: Stats, Pre-Calc, Calc

D: Laboratory Science - 2 yrs. required -Bio, Chem, Anatomy, Aviation) 3 yrs. recommended 

E: Language other than English - 2 yrs. required, 3 yrs. recommended (Span 1 and 2) *CHS 

students can obtain this req. with a community college: 1 sem=2 HS yrs* 

F: Visual and Performing Arts - 1 yr. required (Inter. Graphic Design, Choir, Studio Orchestra) 

*HS students can obtain this req. with a community college: 1 sem=1 HS yr*

G: College Preparatory Elective - 1 yr. required (ASU Psychology, Inter. & Adv. 

Entrepreneurship, ASU Sociology, Adv. Graphic Design) 
(Note: These are the minimum requirements to be “eligible” for UC’s and CSU’s with GPA requirements)



Why are grades in High School different?
● Pass with a C- or better for HS diploma and also for college entrance requirements

○ A-G GPA Requirements 10th & 11th Grade Core classes
■ College Admissions

● UC: 3.0 
● CSU: 2.5
● Private schools - all 3 years aka cumulative Gpa

● Challenge yourself
○ Dual enrollment college courses

■ 1 bonus point calculated into cumulative GPA
● Scholarship Opportunities & Cal Grants

○ GPA may be a requirement



Types of Colleges
Community  Colleges 

● El Camino College
● West LA College
● Harbor College
● 116 Community colleges in 

the state

State Universities 

● 23 CSU (California State 
University) Campuses 

● 10* UC (University of 
California) Campuses

○ *UC San Francisco is 
for graduate 
programs

Out of State & Private Schools

● HBCUs: ex: Howard, Morehouse, 
Spelman, Tuskegee 

● In State Private: ex: LMU/USC/USF
● Out of state public and private: ex: Univ 

of Oregon, Univ of CO Boulder, Lewis 
and Clark College, Harvard, MIT



Admission Requirements (What colleges are looking for)

University of California California State 
University

Private/Out of State 
Universities

California Community 
College

GPA 3.0 GPA Minimum*
And ALL classes must be passed with a C or better 

2.5  GPA Minimum*
And ALL classes must be passed with a C or better  

GPA varies No GPA requirement

Test Requirement None None Varies None

Essay 4 Personal Insight 
Questions (PIQs)

None Varies None

Letter of 
Recommendation

None None Varies None

* A-G GPA, 10th and 11 grade core classes

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/
https://www.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/getting_into_the_csu/pages/admission-requirements.aspx
https://www.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/getting_into_the_csu/pages/admission-requirements.aspx
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/personal-insight-questions.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/personal-insight-questions.html


Standardized testing: SAT & ACT



Career technical education- “CTE”- at El Camino COllege
● Classes you take in a specific area or skills 

you learn to be in a technical field or 
specific occupation

● On the job training
● Typically taught by industry professionals
● Can help with job placement after 

finishing the course/certificate

https://www.elcamino.edu/academics/
career/index.php

https://www.elcamino.edu/academics/career/index.php
https://www.elcamino.edu/academics/career/index.php


Life Launch



Rivet Schools



What are College Admissions Reps Looking 
For? 

“GREETED”
• Grades

• Rigor of courses 

• Essay

• Extra Curricular Activities

• Testing (some colleges)

• Evaluation from teachers & counselor

• Demonstrated interest



Extracurricular Activities

Passion and 
commitment

Leadership, 
responsibility, 
and growth

Quality 
over 

Quantity



More on extra-curriculars 

● Look on the RWL Canvas page for opportunities now- Summer

● Talk to your counselor about dual enrollment community college classes
● Get involved in your own community and you school community in anyway 

that you are passionate about!
● Summer programs- as your counselor for more info!
● Fall- Club fair to learn more about the clubs on campus and you can sign up 

to join



9th & 10th Grade Next Steps
● Get involved! Join a new club, 

sport or something else that 
you are interested in

● Find somewhere to volunteer
● Keep track of all your 

extracurricular activities
● Introduce yourself/meet/get to 

know your school counselor and 
teachers!

● Begin researching 
post-secondary options and 
requirements (average GPAs, 
test requirements, etc.)

● Dual enrollment courses 
● Do your best in all you 

classes! Finish strong, aim for 
As and Bs

● Take leadership roles in your 
activities

● Plan meaningful summer 
experiences 

○ Summer programs, internship, 
job, dual enrollment college 
classes, volunteer

   



For questions, please 
visit our RWL 
coordinator, Evelyn!







Don’t forget to visit 
College Campuses

❖ On-Campus
❖ Self-Guided Tours
❖ Virtual Campus Tours
❖ SO many in the LA area- you will get a feel/vibe if you can see 

yourself there or not!

22



Career 
Exploration
○ Identify interests 

and skills 
○ Explore careers 

& Summer 
Enrichment 
Programs

College 
Planning 
○ Research 

Colleges
○ Track colleges
○ Learn about 

acceptance 
rates

○ Scholarships



  Thank you!
                Questions?


